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THERE IS NOTHING TO HIDE 
 
 
Innovative pharmaceutical manufacturers will publish the major elements of their contracts with 
physicians and healthcare institutions by next summer. The independent Transparency Cooperation 
expects the other Hungarian manufacturers to join, as well. 
 
 
The member companies of the Association of Innovative Pharmaceutical Manufacturers (AIPM) 
formed the independent Transparency Cooperation in April 2015.  As of this date, the Transparency 
Code, initiated by the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA) in 
2012 and adopted to the Hungarian legal environment by the Association of Innovative 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers at the end of 2013, opened up for every participant of the Hungarian 
pharmaceutical industry to join.  Thus, now any pharmaceutical company operating in Hungary can 
join this independent self-regulating platform provided that it accepts the spirit and the regulations 
contained within the code binding upon themselves. 
 
All participants have the same goals: to heal efficiently, safely and effectively, to prevent and to 
restore health by the power of science. Therefore, it is very important for the larger public to 
understand: the continuous relationship between the developers of medicinal products and 
physicians is the key to ensuring the most advanced patient care and the use of state-of-the-art 
knowledge. On the other hand, transparency improves the efficacy and recognition of the joint work, 
and helps spreading the innovative medicinal products. 
 
The process started as early as 2006 with entry into force of the act on economically feasible 
medicine supply, and continued in 2011 with the obligation to announce events to GYEMSZI. The 
next step was the joint adoption of the self-regulatory Code of Ethics for Pharmaceutical 
Communication by the four Hungarian pharmaceutical associations, and the Transparency Code 
adopted by the Association of Innovative Pharmaceutical Manufacturers at the end of 2013, based 
on the European-level Transparency Code of the EFPIA, which takes into consideration the 
regulations of the competition law and data protection of the European Union. 
 
The Transparency Cooperation is implemented in the form of an independent self-regulation action 
of member companies of the Association and the other joining pharmaceutical companies. Due to its 
nature, the Transparency Code defines stricter requirements than legal standards. 
 
Based on the first experiences, most Hungarian healing and healthcare professionals accept the 
disclosure obligations laid down in the document, which is clearly shown in the high rate (75-100 
per cent) of corporate cooperation contracts signed so far. 
 
It is a fact that the benefits to be disclosed next year are provided explicitly for extra work carried out 
by the parties concerned (as the compensation of such activities has been a natural practice in other 
industries for a long time).  The pharmaceutical companies in Hungary spend more than HUF 2 billion 
annually for the funding of professional events, which, in the current state of Hungarian healthcare, 
is essential for our doctors so that they can remain in the forefront of science. Representatives of the 
profession agree that knowledge acquired at conferences and continuation trainings can be put to 
excellent use in daily medical practice; however, physicians and healthcare professionals would not 
be able to finance these events themselves. Hence, it is essential for the benefit of patients that the 
developers of medicinal products and healthcare professionals cooperate. 



 
DATA AND REQUIREMENTS TO OBSERVE 
 
Disclosure information which is updated annually always offers a full picture to the public about the 
previous year, observing the rules of data protection and business confidentiality (i.e. disclosure 
takes place solely with consent of the involved physician or organisation, which is required by law). In 
accordance with the provisions of the independent Transparency Code, member companies should 
disclose the major elements of their contracts signed this year with physicians and healthcare 
institutions no later than 30 June 2016. This information can help identify the purposes and amounts 
of financing granted. 
Payments must be disclosed on an individual basis, stating the beneficiary physician, healthcare 
institution or business. The regulation applies to both indirect and direct payments regarding 
corporate sponsorships, trainings and conferences, as well as consultation and other services (except 
for hospitality expenditure). Research and development expenditure representing the largest 
expense element will be disclosed by companies on an aggregated form. 
  
A Transparency Committee is established to represent the Cooperation, examining any possible 
cases of violation of the Code by an adhering member company (i.e. whether it disregarded self-
regulation related to public disclosure). The five-member Committee will be elected by 
representatives of the adhering pharmaceutical companies from among them, by secret ballot. The 
Transparency Committee convenes an annual Transparency Meeting for companies to share their 
experiences and comments related to application of the Code. The Committee prepares an annual 
report summarising these experiences and results of the transparency investigations conducted. 
 
Organisers and members of the initiative firmly believe that disclosure will make scientific care and 
cooperation aimed at patient treatment more transparent for the parties involved and for the 
society. The medical and therapeutic independence of physicians has been unquestionable so far and 
disclosure will confirm the professional authenticity of the physician as well. 
 
 
 
 
 


